C INSURANCE

ICBC IS MY INSURER, RIGHT?

This may be true sometimes, but not in the sense you may think when you
have been involved in a car accident.

Suppose you live in BC and you are involved in a car accident. You
purchased your car insurance from ICBC. You know you are supposed to
report the accident to ICBC. You think, no problem, I will just go in and
tell the claims adjuster at ICBC the whole story. After all the accident was
not my fault and he/she is my insurance adjuster anyway. Right?

WRONG!

As long as the other vehicle involved has BC licence plates on it, the ICBC
claims adjuster you will be talking to will actually be there representing the
other driver.

In BC, the at fault driver is legally responsible to compensate you for the
loss of your car and for your injuries. Because he/she purchased ICBC auto
insurance, ICBC is obliged to represent the at fault driver. It is their duty - it
says so right in the contract of insurance that the at fault driver purchased.

So, who is looking out for you?

Unless you retain legal counsel, you will be battling ICBC alone. In fact,
if you do retain a lawyer and a lawsuit has to be started, ICBC will hire a
lawyer to represent the at fault driver to act against you. Furthermore, any
harmful information ICBC may have obtained directly from you in your
medical or employment records, or even from your statement, can be used
against you.*

Making a difference in your life!

Contact Fulton & Company’s Personal Injury Team

if you’ve been in a motor vehicle accident or have an insurance question.

BY MERV SADDEN To view past articles, visit our web site.

( ; F U LTON & PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

LYLE BACKMAN, Q.C. FRANK SCORDO

COM P A \ YLLP DENNIS HORI MERV SADDEN

LEN MARCHAND
LAWYERS & TRADE-MARK AGENTS

300 - 350 Lansdowne Street, Kamloops, BC  Phone: 250-372-5542 Fax: 250-851-2300

*This article has been provided by Fulton & Company LLP for informational purposes only and is not to be

relied upon as legal advice. For legal advice on specific cases, please contact Fulton & Company LLP.
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